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PARENT PARTICIPATION AT SCHOOL

A research study on the perspectives
of children

VEERLE VYVERMAN AND The present article discusses the attitude of children

NICOLEG‘:]E:JE:E::SS towards parent participation at school. To this end,
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Parent participation at school is a theme that is receiving increasing attention.
In the literature, however, there is ambiguity about the concept of parent partici-
pation. In addition, the concept of parent involvement is sometimes used as
well, referring to the same or to a different concept. This does not make for
clarity: in some studies the concepts are not even defined (Verhoeven et al.,
2003). Where parent participation or parent involvement is defined, there is a
multitude of interpretations. Furthermore, the definitions given are generally
very broad. In this study, we use the term ‘parent participation’ because this
term has a high degree of recognizability. However, we have given the term a
broad interpretation, covering besides formal participation also informal and
non-organized participation. Under this broad definition, there is no difference
from the term ‘parent involvement’.

The growing attention to parent participation concerns both the scientific
and the community level. The number of scientific studies on parent partici-
pation is on the rise. They investigate issues such as: what are the short-term
and long-term advantages, how can parent participation be stimulated, which
parents participate and which parents do not, etc. In daily (school) life as
well, parent participation is given increasing attention: a growing number of
schools undertake efforts to stimulate parent participation at school, whether
or not as a result of the Act on Flemish Participation at- School and the Flemish
Education Council (2004}, or within the framework of the objectives of the
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